Positive and Negative
Aspects of Jobs

This article will explore the positive and negative sides of employment. We will go through

job vocabulary, important job qualities, common problems at work, the workplace, the boss

and your dream job.

For a more extensive range of jobs, refer to ‘Relationships and Choices — Describing Family’.

Remember!

You never say ‘| want to be A teacher’ in French. You would say ‘je veux devenir professeur’.

‘Un/une’ or ‘le/la’ isn’t generally used when you are referring to jobs.

Un(e) professeur A teacher
Un(e) avocat(e) A lawyer
Un(e) médecin A doctor

Un infirmier/une infirmiére

A nurse (m.)/(f.)

Un(e) dentiste

A dentist

Un(e) gendarme

A police officer

Un boulanger/une boulangeére

A baker

Un facteur/une factrice

A postman/woman

‘Qu’est-ce que tu aimerais faire comme travail?’ (What would you like to do as a job?)

- Je change d’avis tout le temps, mais maintenant je voudrais devenir boulanger.

J'adore cuisiner et I'odeur du pain chaud. En plus, je suis assez bavard et j'aime bien




rencontrer les gens différents, alors cet emploi serait parfait. Si je pouvais choisir

mon stage, je le ferais dans une boulangerie.

I change my mind all the time, but now | would like to become a baker. | love cooking
and the smell of warm bread. Also, | am quite talkative and | like meeting different

people, so this job would be perfect. If | could choose my work experience, | would

do it in a bakery.

L’'emploi/le travail serait... The job would be...
...intéressant ...interesting
...excitant ...exciting
..amusant ..fun
...fatiguant ..tiring
...epuisant ...exhausting
...ennuyeux ...boring
...difficile ..difficult
..dur ...hard
..stressant ...stressful
...précaire ...precarious (unstable)

‘Est-ce que tu voudrais étre médecin? Pourquoi (pas)?’ (Would you like to be a doctor? Why

(not)?)

En fait, je n’aimerais pas du tout étre médecin parce que ce serait trés fatiguant. Le

travail serait vraiment intéressant, en revanche c’est trop difficile a faire et je me

sentirais triste de voir les personnes malades chaque jour.



In fact, | wouldn’t like to be a doctor at all because it would be very tiring. The work

would be really interesting, however it’s too difficult to do and | would feel sad

seeing ill people every day.

Gagner un bon salaire

To get a good salary

Les vacances longues

Long holidays

Un employeur compréhensif

An understanding boss

Un horaire flexible

A flexible timetable

Les collegues gentils

Kind colleagues

Un travail...

An ... job

..facile/intéressant/amusant etc.

...easy/interesting/enjoyable

Travailler dans...

To work in...

...une usine/une cuisine/un bureau/un

magasin

...a factory/a kitchen/an office/a shop

‘Qu’est-ce qui est important dans un emploi?’ (What is important in a job?)

- Je crois que tout le monde a une opinion différente. Moi, je pense que I'employeur

doit étre compréhensif et que les horaires doivent étre flexibles. Le travail devrait

étre intéressant et ce serait génial si les collegues étaient gentils aussi. Tout le monde

adore les vacances longues, mais malheureusement c’est normal d’avoir seulement

quatre semaines.

| believe everyone has a different opinion. As for me, | think that the employer has to

be understanding and the timetables have to be flexible. The work should be

interesting and it would be great if the colleagues were kind too. Everyone loves long

holidays, but unfortunately it’s normal to have just for weeks.




The same vocabulary and terms shown below can be used for ‘les collegues’ (colleagues).

Le patron/la patronne est... The boss (m.)/(f.) is...
Poli(e) Polite
Gentil(le) Kind (NOT gentle!)
Agréable Nice/pleasant
Aimable Helpful
Compréhensif/compréhensive Understanding (m.)/(f.)
Impoli(e) Rude/impolite
Paresseux/paresseuse Lazy (m.)/(f.)
Méchant(e) Nasty
Toucher un salaire énorme To earn an enormous salary
Travailler trois heures par jour To work for three hours per day
Travailler a temps partiel To work part-time
Travailler dans une association caritative To work for a charity
Avoir des collegues sympas To have nice colleagues
Voyager beaucoup To travel a lot
Rencontrer des gens différents To meet different people
Changer le monde To change the world
Faire une différence To make a difference

‘Quel est ton emploi idéal?’ (What is your ideal job?)

- Ce serait fantastique de devenir avocat. Je toucherais un salaire énorme et je
rencontrerais beaucoup de gens. J’aime I'idée de changer le monde et de faire une

différence dans la société. Mon patron aurait confiance en moi. J’aurais des collegues




sympas et des clients qui ont vraiment besoin de moi. Je me sentirais important et

utile.

It would be fantastic to become a lawyer. | would earn an enormous salary and |
would meet a lot of people. | like the idea of changing the world and making a
difference in society. My boss would trust me. | would have kind colleagues and

clients who really need me. | would feel important and useful.



Multiple Choice Questions

1. What s ‘une infirmiere’?

a) An infirmary
b) A male nurse
c) A female nurse

d) A doctor

2. What s ‘a postman’ in French?

a) Un homme de la poste
b) Un facteur
¢) Une factrice

d) Un gendarme

3. What does ‘paresseux’ mean?

a) Lazy (masculine)
b) Lazy (feminine)
c) Nasty

d) Helpful

4. How can we translate ‘a charity’ into French?

a) La charité
b) Une association caritative
¢) Une organisation

d) Un bureau

5. What does ‘agréable’ mean?

a) Kind
b) Nice

c) Gentle



d) Polite

6. What is the opposite of ‘méchant’?

a) Gentil
b) Poli
c) Impoli

d) Paresseux

7. What is ‘un travail précaire’?

a) A precious job

b) An exhausting job
c) A difficult job

d) An unstable job

8. Which of the below is a negative description?

a) Ma patronne est aimable et compréhensive.
b) L'emploi est épuisant.
c) Mes collegues sont sympas.

d) Je gagne un bon salaire.

9. What does ‘to work part-time’ mean in French?

a) Travailler part-temps
b) Un travail a part-temps
c) Travailler a temps partiel

d) Un travail a temps partiel

10. What does this mean: ‘Le médecin était paresseux et impoli’?

a) The doctor was lazy and rude.

b) The medicine was lazy and rude.



c) The nurse was lazy and rude.

d) The doctor was boring and impolite.

Answers:
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